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WIGAN COUNCIL
FUNDING BOOST FOR COMMUNITY PROJECTS
A group of innovative community projects in Wigan Borough will go ahead thanks to a £350,000 funding
boost. A total of 76 projects will share the investment as Wigan Council announced the latest round of its
Deal for Communities Investment Fund.
The pot of money is now in its fifth round and by the end of this round a total of £9m will have been
invested in more than 450 groups in Wigan Borough. The council has invested millions of pounds into local
projects and groups who are tackling local priorities and helping to solve some of the borough’s biggest
social problems. It’s all part of The Deal – Wigan Council’s informal contract with its residents where both
sides work together to make the borough a better place.
The investment ranges from £200 to £10,000 and is split into three categories – start-ups, small
investments and getting going, which is a specific strand of funding to get people active in their
communities.
For information please contact The Deal for Communities team at dealforcommunities@wigan.gov.uk
“LET’S TALK RUBBISH” SAY STAFF WIGAN BOROUGH’S RECYCLING CENTRES
Do you ever wonder what happens to the contents of the black bags you take to the Kirkless, Slag Lane and
Chanters Household Waste Recycling Centres (HWRC’s)? For a year now, the onsite team there have been
intercepting and splitting black bags as part of a drive to recycle as much as possible in the area.
But, since the festive season came to an end, the team have been ‘talking rubbish’ as more and more of
our food waste is finding its way into the bags we are taking to the tip and that is not only making it hard
for the team to pull out recyclable materials but in some cases it is contaminating the recyclable materials
making them unfit to be made into something new. We also spend a lot of time going through black bags.
“Since starting the bag splitting trials in January 2017, Wigan Council has been able to recycle an additional
222,105 kg of material that might have otherwise gone to waste” said says Tony Waterworth, FCC
Environments’ Site Business Manager “so in 2018 we are asking residents to put food waste into their
green bins and take out any items that can be recycled from black bags they take to the tip so we can
focus our energy on providing help and advice and recycling as much as we can which reduces landfill
costs and is good for our environment
Councillor Kevin Anderson, Cabinet Member For The Environment, said: “Thank you to residents for
recycling more, recycling right as part of The Deal. We have already seen an increase in our recycling rates
but we still need to do more to reach our targets. “Recycling food and garden waste in the green bin is
really important as it saves that waste from going to landfill and it has an important role to play in helping
grow our future food. “Crucially, recycling correctly using all three recycling bins will save space in your
black bin. The black bin should be a last resort for items that cannot be recycled.”
Residents are reminded that our Household Waste Recycling Centres can be exceptionally busy,
particularly in peak hours between 10am and 3pm, so are advised to visit outside of these hours to avoid
queues. To further reduce queues residents can also help by pre-sorting their recycling at home before
they get on site. Visit your local Household Waste and Recycling Centre:
Kirkless, Makerfield Way, Higher Ince, WN2 2PR : Slag Lane, Leigh, WA3 1BZ
Chanters Industrial Estate, Atherton, M46 9FF
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Please check the wide range of items that can be recycled before attending site, log on to
www.wigan.gov.uk/recycling for more information
Opening hours including Bank Holidays:
Summer - everyday, 8am to 7:45pm (from last Sunday in March)
Winter - everyday, 9am to 5:45pm (from last Sunday in October)
Cars with or without a single axle trailer are accepted. Vans, pick-ups under 3.5 tonnes and twin-axle
trailers require a permit. If using a hire vehicles. Please take hire documents and waste permit with you
when visiting the centre. All sites have a 2m height restriction and 5mph speed limit.
For more information about recycling visit www.wigan.gov.uk/recycling
BOOST FOR ENVIRONMENT AS RECYCLING RATES INCREASE AND FLY TIPPING DECLINES
Incidents of fly tipping in Wigan Borough have bucked the national trend and are declining, new stats
reveal. Latest figures from Wigan Council show a 35 per cent reduction in fly tipping reports thanks to a
proactive approach and the introduction of a new environmental enforcement and education team.
In 2017 there were 1,373 reports of fly tipping compared to 2,105 in 2016.
And it’s more good news for the environment as the borough’s recycling rate has significantly increased
and is on target to exceed the 50 per cent target set by central government as residents are recycling right
and recycling more. Since the collection changes in September the rate has increased from 43 per cent to a
current estimate of 48 per cent and an extra 1000 tonnes of recycling has been collected compared to the
previous year.
With Christmas being the busiest period for the crews and households producing more waste than the
other months there’s currently increases of up to 17 per cent in the blue bin and increases of up to 30 per
cent in the brown bin.
As part of The Deal, the more people recycle and dispose of their waste correctly the more money the
council saves helping it to keep council tax low.
Work has taken place to prevent fly tipping at a number of key hotspot areas in the borough including
barriers and the installation of CCTV. The environmental enforcement team tackle all types of
environmental crime, including fly tipping, littering and dog fouling, and now work seven days a week so
are able to deal with issues over the weekend. They are also trialling CCTV cameras which will further help
them to gather evidence to catch offenders.
Councillor Kevin Anderson, Cabinet Member For Environment, said: “This is great news to start the New
Year and we’d like to say a big thank you to residents for recycling more and for doing their bit to look after
the environment. “These are early reports and the figures have not been verified but we’re making good
progress and are confident with the new collections we can further drive up our recycling rates.
“We remain committed to having a clean and tidy borough and are pleased our work to reduce fly tipping
is having a positive impact. We would encourage residents to keep reporting incidents to us so we can
continue this work. “In the first instance we will always work with residents to educate them around
environmental crime and to ensure they understand how to properly dispose of their waste.
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“It costs us money to clean up our communities and remove fly tipping. As part of The Deal, by residents
not fly tipping, recycling correctly and disposing of their waste correctly we can keep council tax low and
continue to fund essential front line services.”
For more information about recycling visit www.wigan.gov.uk/recycling
To report an incident of fly tipping visit www.wigan.gov.uk/reportit or download the council’s Report It app
via your smartphone.
HAVE YOUR SAY ON SOCIAL HOUSING
Tenants across England are being given the opportunity to have their voices heard about social housing
through an online questionnaire.
The government is asking tenants in Wigan Borough to share their views on social housing before the
deadline closes on 31st January 2018 to understand what is important to residents and any concerns they
may have. The questionnaire aims to give tenants a more effective voice following the Grenfell Tower
tragedy last year.
Wigan Council’s tests on the cladding on their seven high-rise flats have shown they are not the same as
those used at Grenfell and do not pose a safety risk, however, the local authority’s cabinet have agreed to
install sprinklers in all blocks anyway, costing around £2m.
Councillor Terry Halliwell, Cabinet Member For Housing And Welfare At The Council said: “Our main
priority is the safety and welfare of our tenants. We conduct fire risk assessments weekly in each of our
blocks to ensure any necessary changes are flagged in the earliest stages.
“We have already chosen to press ahead with installing sprinklers in all our tower blocks in light of the
Grenfell Tower tragedy. “We would encourage tenants to have their say and share their views as part of
this national questionnaire.”
The questionnaire responses will inform the Green Paper on social housing in England, which the
government aim to publish in spring.
To fill out the questionnaire, head to: www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/tenants2017
ARE YOU GOING DRY THIS JANUARY?
Last year 79 per cent of participants of Dry January saved money, 63 per cent had better sleep and more
energy and 49 per cent lost weight. January 2018 is expected to see over 3.1 million people in the UK ditch
the booze for Dry January, according to a YouGov poll commissioned by the charity Alcohol Concern.
The national Dry January campaign has launched in what will be one of the busiest periods of the year for
the emergency services as Christmas parties lead to alcohol-related injuries and violence. Alcohol costs the
NHS an estimated £3.5 billion each year, which amounts to £120 for every taxpayer.
Two-thirds of people who attempt Dry January make it through the month without drinking, while 72
percent maintain lower levels of harmful drinking six months later than before Dry January.
Professor Kate Ardern, Director For Public Health at Wigan Council said: “Christmas can easily be a time for
excess, particularly for those who enjoy a drink to celebrate. So why not kick start a healthy new year by
taking part in Dry January.”
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Dry January is run by national charity Alcohol Concern, which merged with Alcohol Research UK in April to
become an even stronger advocate for a world in which alcohol causes no harm. To sign up to Dry January
and get support every step of the way go to www.dryjanuary.org.uk
WORKING TOGETHER TO HELP OUR HOMELESS
A new and improved approach to homelessness is helping to keep thousands of residents off the streets of
Wigan. The approach, which sees Wigan Council working more closely with the voluntary and private
sector, is helping to deliver more effective support and rehabilitation for the borough’s homeless and
rough sleepers by identifying and supporting those at risk as early as possible to prevent them reaching
crisis point.
In addition to the current day time programmes offered by a number of groups, the new approach will
implement a borough wide outreach provision, which will operate out of hours and at weekends. Two
rehabilitation and support hubs will also be created, bringing together all relevant services to help rough
sleepers.
The Leigh hub, based at Leigh Court House, will be operational at the end of January 2018 and the Wigan
hub will be operational in summer 2018.
There will be emergency access beds available for the homeless and borough-wide services will be
available seven days a week.
If you see a homeless person on the streets, please email roughsleep@wigan.gov.uk with as much
information as possible (including their location) and our officers will investigate. You will also receive an
update on the situation.
Those who find themselves on the streets can also ring our out of hour’s service on: 01942 828777
MANAGE YOUR MONEY, DON’T STRUGGLE WITH DEBT
‘Don’t struggle with debt’ is the message of a new campaign launching in Wigan Borough. Wigan Council
has teamed up with Unify and the Citizen’s Advice Bureau to help residents manage their money at one of
the most expensive times of the year.
In the last twelve months, (October 2016 – November 2017) 1,718 people visited Wigan Council’s crisis
desk due to having no food, no money or no gas or electric so the local campaign will encourage residents
to get support if they are worried about falling into debt or are already struggling.
There is lots of local support and advice out there for people but sometimes it can be difficult find help
before it is too late. Credit Unions can provide loans for individuals without a good credit history and
interest rates start at just 12.7 per cent, compared to payday lenders which charge APR of up to 1,509 per
cent. The council is warning residents against using a payday lenders or loan sharks and is instead urging
people to apply for a cheaper loan through a Credit Union or seek advice for how to manage their finances.
Lesley O’Halloran, Assistant Director for Customer Services at Wigan Council said: “If you find that you are
struggling with debt and are unable to manage repayments, it is important to think about which debts you
need to deal with first. There can be serious consequences to not paying your bills and we don’t want
people falling into debt. “At this time of year it can be easy to spend money on things that aren’t needed
and there is support out there for residents who need help managing their money. There are cheaper and
safer alternatives to payday lenders and loan sharks. Although they may seem like the easy option, people
don’t realise how much interest they charge and it can be so damaging.”
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Angela Fishwick, Chief Executive of Unify Credit Union, said: “Residents should take extra care when
borrowing money to pay for the cost of Christmas. Always ask how much the repayments will be, and what
is the total cost of credit and only borrow from licensed lenders. Don’t be tempted to borrow from
doorstep lenders charging on average 400 per cent APR or from payday lenders charging in excess of 1000
per cent APR. If you are struggling to repay your high cost loan, talk to Unify, we are here to help.”
For help and advice on how to manage your money, visit: www.wigan.gov.uk/moneyadvice
Alternatively, email welfarerightsadvice@wigan.gov.uk for information about the council’s welfare
outreach sessions.
ADVICE AT HAND EASIER THAN EVER
Starting Point Plus will now have longer opening hours and a new online service when Wigan Council
begins offering the highly regarded support which has previously been provided by Age UK Wigan Borough.
To find out more go to www.wigan.gov.uk/startingpointplus.
The new phone lines will be available Monday to Friday 8.45 am to 5 pm and 8.45 am to 1 pm on
Saturdays. To contact the service call 01942 489011
THINK YOU CAN FOSTER?
To find out more about fostering and how to become a foster carer in Wigan Borough go to
www.wigan.gov.uk/fostering and for more details on ‘You Can Foster’ go to www.youcanfoster.org
INCREDIBLE EDIBLE WIGAN
What is Incredible Edible?
What Can I Grow?
How to get involved
Is there Funding Available?
Keep up to Date with Events & Workshops
Go to https://www.wigan.gov.uk/Council/The-Deal/Deal-Communities/Incredible-Edible/index.aspx
For lots more information
WIGAN COUNCIL’S GOOD TRADER SCHEME
Wigan Council's "Good Trader Scheme" is a directory of over 200 local, reputable businesses. All the
listings have star ratings of up to five gold stars that previous customers have awarded them.
Ratings are given based on workmanship and customer service; the more satisfied the customer the higher
the rating.
The scheme has been set up to ensure that the residents of the Wigan Borough are getting a fair deal when
it comes to work round the home.
Trading Standards check out the traders' trading history before allowing them to be part of the scheme.
Whether it's painting and decorating, joinery, or just tidying up your garden make sure you visit
www.wigan.gov.uk/goodtrader. Or ring the Citizens Advice Consumer Helpline on 03454 040506.
If you are aged over 50 or have a disability Wigan Council Starting Point Plus can access the Scheme on
your behalf, contact Starting Point on 01942 489011
HEART HEALTH HELPS WITH FIGHT AGAINST DEMENTIA
To find out more about dementia support visit www.wigan.gov.uk/dementia
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TOGETHER FOR ADOPTION
To find out more about Together for adoption visit www.togetherforadoption.co.uk
COUNCIL TAX EXEMPTION DECLARED FOR ALL CARE LEAVERS IN WIGAN BOROUGH
Young adults who have left care are to be exempt from paying council tax in Wigan Borough. Wigan
Council’s cabinet this week approved plans to exempt anyone aged between 18 and 21 who has previously
been cared for by Wigan Council from paying council tax.
It is hoped the move will help support care leavers to establish independence and reduce the risk of these
young people from getting into debt and rent arrears at this crucial time in their life. The change has been
introduced by the council immediately and will be back-dated to April. Care leavers in full time education
up to the age of 25 are already exempt.
There are 142 care leavers aged between 18 and 21 living in Wigan Borough and the exemption will
currently directly affect 31 care leavers in the borough who are paying council tax
challenges in a bid to improve outcomes for children and families by supporting them to live well and
healthy lives. This place-based model puts the emphasis on communities, ensuring services are accessible
and visible. The aim is to wrap services around local communities to improve links between
organisations.”
WEIGHT LOSS PROGRAMME GIVES SANDY A NEW LEASE OF LIFE
Sandy Mottram enrolled onto the Lose Weight Feel Great programme shortly after his 32nd birthday, and
hasn’t looked back. For two years Sandy had been taking prescription pain killers every day due to the
damage caused through putting pressure on his knees, this was down to his weight gain. At the time he
weighed around 18 stone, which was the heaviest he had ever been.
Sandy found the sessions at Lose Weight Feel Great difficult at first as he was trying to tackle the harder
levels straight away and was finding it hard to keep up. His instructor worked with him to start at the lower
levels with the aim to build up in the weeks ahead. He said: “Having the option to drop down to a lower
intensity kept me motivated in those early weeks, I feel if I hadn’t taken their advice I would have been
disheartened by my inability to keep up and perhaps I would have stopped attending the classes.”
Each week Sandy would set himself new targets until he was able to maintain his highest level throughout
the whole class. He said: “I even started running a mile from my house to the exercise class each week to
get warmed up, sometimes I would run home afterwards.”
A few months after Sandy Started the programme he adopted a rescue dog named Nico, previously Sandy
didn’t feel fit enough to exercise a dog as much as it needed. Now Sandy walks Nico for miles every week
and regularly goes running with him. Sandy said: “Nico gets tired before I do.” Managing to reach his target
weight in just under six months Sandy lost a total of 4 stone 9 pounds, but more importantly he’s
maintained his weight loss for a further eight months.
He reflected on his inspiring journey through the Lose Weight Feel Great programme, Sandy said: “I have
enjoyed a wide range of different classes with different instructors, though I found one thing the same in
all the classes and this was the extraordinary amount of care that all of the instructors have for every single
person on the course, the level of care and attention still overwhelms me each week.”
Sandy now plans his meals and exercise regime for the week and it’s become second nature to him, he
genuinely looks forward to it: “I strongly recommend the Lose Weight Feel Great programme to anyone
who is looking to make a healthy lifestyle change. “The exercise classes are possible for anybody at any
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level and there is room to improve each week, this works because it’s not a diet, it is a lifestyle change. If
your experience is anything like mine you will never look back!”
For more details regarding weight management please call 01942 496496 or visit the Lose Weight Feel
Great webpage.
COULD YOU BE ELIGIBLE FOR HELP WITH YOUR FUEL BILL?
Thousands of residents could be entitled to help reducing their fuel bill thanks to our AWARM Plus scheme.
With temperatures continuing to drop living in a cold home can have a detrimental effect on a person’s
physical and mental wellbeing. Wigan Council works closely with Wigan Care and Repair to visit homes
across the borough and complete a Healthy Home Check, which assesses what help and support is
available.
The AWARM Plus service is open to anyone who is currently living on a low income, has high energy costs
and living with a long term health condition. The service offers a number of energy saving measures to
help keep people warm and safe, including draught proofing, loft and wall insulation, benefit checks,
energy switching and much more.
Mr Derbyshire from Kitt Green had a Healthy Home Check in April 2017 and it’s had a huge impact on his
life. When the team visited his home Mr Derbyshire had no heating or means of hot water, his boiler was
over ten years old and had broken down, and his living room fire had also been condemned.
At the time of his referral there was no funding available to assist Mr Derbyshire so The Care and Repair
team successfully applied to a number of different organisations to access funding on his behalf to ensure
the much needed work was carried out. This meant his old unsafe gas fire was capped off and replace with
a new electric fire, and his broken boiler was replaced costing around £2,000, the work was carried out
within two weeks.
Mr Derbyshire said: “I can’t thank the team enough, I’m so grateful for the help I have been given. “The
contractors were excellent and very obliging”.
Professor Kate Ardern, Director For Public Health at Wigan Council said: “Mr Derbyshire’s case is a prime
example of the fantastic work that our staff and the Wigan Care and Repair team deliver to our most
vulnerable residents. “Living in a cold home carries a number of health risks including flu and more serious
conditions such as heart disease, stroke and also depression. I would urge anyone who is struggling with
their fuel bill to check what help may be available to you.”
If you’re struggling to keep warm at home or for more information on AWARM Plus and other schemes
available visit www.wigan.gov.uk/warmhome or call 01942 239360
SUPPORT SERVICE CELEBRATES RECRUITING 100TH VOLUNTEER
A woman from Wigan Borough who wouldn’t go anywhere on her own after losing her husband has
become the 100th person to sign up to volunteer for a service that supports other adults.
Dorothy Hough, from Lowton, lost her confidence after losing her husband years ago and found herself
isolated and too scared to go out in public on her own. She heard about Wigan Council’s Shared Lives
service from a friend and thought it would be good for her to get involved.
Shared Lives works with adults who need support due to disability, age or illness
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When an adult is referred to the service they get matched with a volunteer who will be their champion.
Staff will ensure the adult and champion have shared interests and help them to develop a friendship.
Dorothy is looking forward to meeting her match and is hoping for an older lady who she can take along to
a regular craft group. Dorothy said: “I didn’t know what Shared Lives was before my friend told me about
it. I’m looking forward to meeting other people and to helping someone else. “When my husband died
years ago I was nervous about leaving the house on my own. I still went out with my daughter but I didn’t
like being in public by myself. “I don’t have any previous care experience but the service has been
supporting me and I’m really looking forward to being part of it. I hope to build up a good friendship with
somebody and make a difference to them.
Anyone aged over 18 can become a champion for Shared Lives and will be matched with someone who will
suit their personality. It is up to the champion how many hours they volunteer or what support they can
provide and, in return for volunteering their time, the champion receives a modest expense payment.
Councillor Keith Cunliffe, Cabinet Member For Adult Social Care at Wigan Council, said: “What we’re trying
to do is build friendships. There are many residents across the borough who may be isolated and lonely
and simply need a friend. “The resident and the champion both get something out of being part of Shared
Lives. Often the champions themselves are lonely and it gives them the chance to give something back and
it can make a huge difference to someone’s life.
“Some of our volunteers have adults living with them permanently. Others may have full time jobs and
only volunteer for a few hours each week. We will match each volunteer with someone who is right for
them. “Volunteers have described being part of the service as ‘a life shared is a life saved' and 'a shared life
is a more fulfilled life'.
"We need more champions – local people with big hearts who want to volunteer and make a difference.”
What type of support can champions give?
Day/evening activities – where people can realise their aspirations and do the things that are important to
them with support from their champion
Respite/ short-term breaks – where people stay overnight at the home of their champion
Full-time placement –where people live with their champion on a long-term basis and are valued as ‘one of
the family’
To find out more about becoming a Shared Lives champion email sharedlives@wigan.gov.uk
or call 01942 487044
FIGHTING THE STIGMA THROUGH FASHION
Matthew Peet found strength in fashion and design after his mental health began affecting his daily life.
In 2015, Matthew, 28, from Wigan, was diagnosed with depression after being plagued with feelings of
uselessness, negativity and suicidal thoughts leading to social isolation and not wanting to go on. After
seeking help, Matthew now wants to help others on their journey. In 2017, he kick-started new clothing
brand ‘Behind a Smile’, which explores the stigma attached to mental illness and the people who are
affected by it.
Matthew is also backing the local #TogetherWeCan campaign, which has been developed by Wigan Council
in partnership with local health providers, addressing a range of life events and triggers that can be difficult
times for people. He said: “I want people to know that there doesn’t always have to be a big event in your
life that can change your mental health. For me, there wasn’t any one thing in particular; it was just a
build-up of things that I didn’t know how to manage and eventually it took its toll. “Before Behind a Smile I
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was writing about my experience for Mental Movement, a London-based magazine who focus on how to
maintain positive mental health. I found writing to be a great release but I wanted to help other people
too, which is why I set up the clothing brand.”
Behind a Smile works with people who have lived experience of mental illness, people bereaved by suicide,
individuals living with a mental illness, charities or anybody else who wants to raise awareness through
creating collaborative designs either in memory of someone or to promote a cause.
Matthew also donates 100 per cent of Behind a Smile’s profits to local support services and charities such
as ‘The Sanctuary’ and 'Chasing the Stigma. He continued: “We’ve had so many people come to us to
remember loved ones or to raise awareness about a specific message and it really has proven to help
people through some difficult times, which for me is the main reason I wanted to start BaS."
“The #TogetherWeCan campaign is a great example of how we should raise awareness about mental
health and mental illness. I’m glad the council have been able to give me another platform to tell my story.
My advice to others is, it’s not weak to find help, whatever form that may be!”
#TogetherWeCan aims to raise awareness about mental health and to remove the stigma attached by
focusing on different ages and life events. The campaign hopes to encourage people living with a mental
illness or those who notice a dip in their mental health to seek help.
Professor Kate Ardern, Director For Public Health at Wigan Council said: “Supporting our residents to
maintain positive mental wellbeing and educating people on the difference between mental health and
mental illness is a key priority for us. “Although the stigma attached to mental illness is slowly being broken
down, we can’t become complacent. We want to work together with health providers, volunteers and
residents to make sure everybody knows that help is available on both a national and a local scale.
“You don’t need to have a diagnosis to access this help, if you need advice on how to manage stress or are
going through a tough time, people are here to listen. You are not alone in your recovery journey.
#TogetherWeCan get you through!”
For more information about the campaign, visit www.wigan.gov.uk/togetherwecan or to get involved,
please email publichealth@wigan.gov.uk
ON YOUR MARKS…GET SET…IT’S LEIGH’S SECOND 10K
It’s back and this time it’s going to be even bigger!
MP Jo Platt officially launched the countdown to the 2018 Leigh Community 10k on Friday by urging Leigh
residents to take up the challenge and help make it an annual event. Last year’s inaugural race saw 600
people of all ages and abilities taking part with more than £10,000 raised for chosen charity, Wigan and
Leigh Hospice.
This year, organisers are aiming for 1,000 runners. Inspiring healthy lifestyles, FCR Events Ltd, Leigh
Harriers, Nectar Creative, Rotary Club of Leigh, Time2Run Events, Wigan and Leigh Hospice and Wigan
Council are all working together once again to put on the event with the support of Leigh MP, Jo Platt.
Jo said: “Last year was tremendous, there was a real buzz in the town centre. It would be great to get even
more people taking part and cementing Leigh Community 10k as an annual event. “Wigan and Leigh
Hospice is a charity close to many of our hearts and a worthy cause to raise money for whether you’re
running for fun or to beat your personal best.”
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The Leigh Community 10k, which takes place on Sunday 12 August in Leigh town centre, bolsters an
already impressive calendar of running events in Leigh including the popular Flash in the Park 10k, Festive
Flash Five and parkrun at Pennington Flash. All runners, joggers and walkers of any ability can join in the
second Leigh Community 10k as long as you are over 15 years of age on the day of the event.
Standard entry fee is £17 or £15 if you run for a UK Athletics/ARC Running Club.
You can register for a place in the race at www.leigh10k.co.uk
You can also make a direct donation to the Wigan & Leigh when you register or raise money for a charity of
your choice. Wigan and Leigh Hospice has been providing palliative care for adult patients across the
borough for more than 30 years. It currently cares for more than 1,000 people with life-limiting illnesses, as
well as those people important to patients, every year.
Hospice Chief Executive, Dr Alan Baron said: “We’re delighted this event is back for a second year and once
again supporting the hospice. “We are fortunate to enjoy fantastic support from local people in Leigh who
donate, volunteer their time and participate in fundraising events to help us raise the £8,700 a day we
need in order to deliver all of our services. The funds raised through the Leigh Community 10k will help us
to continue to provide care for local people who have been diagnosed with a life-limiting illness and
support for their loved ones.”
Inspiring healthy lifestyles are also planning Couch to 10k training sessions to help people get in tip-top
shape for the day.
And if you can’t wait until then Run Wigan Festival is Sunday 18 March.
More info at runwiganfestivals.co.uk
APPRENTICES CELEBRATE COUNCIL LEADER’S LIVING WAGE PLEDGE
More than 50 apprentices are celebrating a significant boost in their earning power thanks to a living wage
pledge by the leader of Wigan Council.
Lord Peter Smith has increased the rate of pay for more than 50 apprentices at Wigan Council to the
national living wage rate of £7.50 an hour. This has meant an increase in pay of more than £1,500 a year
for some apprentices and the wage has been back-paid to April.
Lord Smith is a long-term supporter of apprentices in Wigan Borough having previously pledged £1.5m to
support businesses to recruit apprentices in the private sector. This has led to hundreds of young people
gaining their first vital step on the career ladder. The council itself employs apprentices in all areas of its
work including administrational, environmental services and social care.
Lord Smith said: “At Wigan Council we are fully committed to apprenticeships as a proven way for young
people to gain the experience and skills of work while earning a wage. “We believe all apprentices working
for the council deserve the national living wage so I’m delighted we are now implementing this fully. “I
hope this will help them financially as they establish themselves in their careers and as young adults
working and living in the borough.”
The boost was welcomed by three apprentices who work in the council’s Greenspaces horticultural
department. Cory Hope, 19, Joe Lally, 25, and Jake Deakin, 20, are all in their first year as apprentices
working to help make the borough’s parks and greenspaces beautiful places to be.
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Joe said: “We received a letter through the door to say we were getting an increase in our wage. It was a
nice surprise! “I’ve been able to do more with the family so it’s definitely been a good thing.”
Cory added: “It means we are all being paid the same which is good. We are all being treated as equals.”
The national living wage was introduced to ensure that work pays, helps keep people out of debt and
reduces demand on the benefits system.
GREEN LIGHT FOR STANDISH CYCLING PROJECT
A project to restore an old mineral line in Wigan Borough has been given the go ahead after an objection
to the scheme has been withdrawn.
‘The Line’ is a former railway track and heritage feature for Standish, providing a key route into the village
and to Standish High School, which isn’t currently used to its full potential.
The planned works, by Wigan Council as part of The Deal, will see the Line undergo a full upgrade from a
muddy track to a surfaced and lit walking, cycling and bridle path. It will be accessible all year round by
local pupils, dog-walkers, shoppers, cyclists and pedestrians, providing an accessible way to travel into
Standish village and encouraging more people to leave the car at home. It will also help to reduce
congestion and improve air quality and noise levels by helping to reduce then number of private cars being
used for local journeys.
With a history of coal transportation, The Line is a key heritage point for Standish and was raised by the
local community at a have your say session as part of The Deal in 2016. The project stalled last year due to
an objection received from a landowner, however confirmation that the objection has now been
withdrawn means that the council can now re-tender the scheme ready for work to start later this year.
The works will be planned to maintain the rural characteristics of the route and to be sensitive to wildlife in
the area. The funding to improve the former railway track will come from section 106 contributions from
developers who are building new homes in Standish. The new surfaced and lit route will run from School
Lane through to Brookfield Road for a more direct and safer off-road connection to Shevington Moor.
Cllr David Molyneux, Deputy Leader at the Council, said: “This is the long-awaited good news we have been
hoping for. We know how much residents in Standish want The Line project to happen and we’re glad we
can finally get it moving as part of The Deal. “It will provide a quick, walking and cycling route into Standish
village centre which should take traffic off the local roads by encouraging more people to leave the car at
home. “Along with supporting people to lead healthier lifestyles, by giving them the option to walk or
cycle, it will also reduce the levels of noise and pollution through a reduction in cars.”
A spokesman for Standish Voice said: "It is very good news that the legal situation regarding The Line has
now been resolved and the council can quickly proceed with bringing this upgrade to reality. "We have
been urging the council to complete the upgrade of the route as soon as possible as it will be a great
facility for residents and pupils at Standish High School.
"With new homes being constructed near The Line, we hope it will go some way to giving new residents
other options in accessing the centre of Standish without using their cars as there are increasing problems
of congestion and a lack of parking."
For updates on work to the project and more information about cycling in Wigan Borough visit
www.wigan.gov.uk/cycling

